
  
REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 

JUNE 28-29, 2016 

FOXBOROUGH PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO ATTEND 

OUR 2-DAY SUMMER INSTITUTE 

 

 
 

 

Location: Ahern Middle School (air conditioned) 
                  111 Mechanic Street 
                         Foxborough, MA 02035 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule: Choose your Breakout Sessions! 
7:30 - 8:00 am        Registration 
8:00 - 9:00 am       Choice of Keynote 
9:15 - 10:45 am       Breakout Session I 
11:00 - 12:30 pm    Breakout Session II 
12:30 - 1:10 pm       Lunch 
1:15 - 2:45 pm         Breakout Session III 
 

 

 

 

 

Keynote Speakers: 
Dr. Stuart Ablon 

Dr. Nancy Boyles 
Dr. Michaela Colombo 

Steve Leinwand 

Dr. Nicki Newton  

Dr. David Pook 
Andrew Svehaug 

 

 

Workshops: 
Close Reading 

Guided Reading 

Reader/Writer 

Workshop  

Daily 5 

Small Group Instruction 

 

Guided Math 

Math Fact Fluency 

Number Talks 

Math Running Records 

Math Discourse 

Rekenreks & Other 

Math Tools 

 

SEI – Supporting ELL 

Special Education 

 Think:Kids 

Transition Planning  

Trauma and Learning  
 

 

   

Foxborough Cost:  

$35 for 1 day 

$50 for 2 days 

Outside Districts Cost: 

$100 for 1 day 

$150 for 2 days 

  

http://bit.ly/foxboroughsummerinstitute


 

 

Featured Keynote Speakers:  

 

Steve Leinwand (Tuesday) 
Principal Research Analyst, AIR, Washington, DC 

Steve Leinwand is a Principal Research Analyst at the American Institutes for Research (AIR) in 

Washington, D.C. and has over 30 years of leadership positions in mathematics education. Steve 

has served on the Mathematical Sciences Education Board during the development and publication 

of “Everybody Counts", as president of the National Council of Supervisors of Mathematics, and on 

the NCTM Board of Directors where he helped to review NCTM’s “Principles and Standards for 

School Mathematics." He has written numerous articles, books, and textbooks, including Sensible 

Mathematics: A Guide for School Leaders in an Era of Common Core State Standards (2012), and 

Accessible Math: 10 Instructional Shifts that Raise Student Achievement (2009). 

 

Dr. Nicki Newton (Tuesday) 
Newton Education Solutions 

Dr. Nicki Newton has been an educator for more than 25 years.  She has worked on developing 

Math Workshop and Guided Math Institutes around the country and internationally. Dr. Nicki works 

with teachers, coaches, and administrators to make math come alive by considering the powerful 

impact of an academically rigorous, standards-based, hands-on, minds-on approach to their math 

curriculum.  She is the author of Guided Math in Action (2013), Math Workshop in Action (2015) and 

Math Running Records in Action (2015). She has also written a series entitled Problem Solving with 

Math Models for grades K-5.  Dr. Nicki is an avid blogger (www .guidemath .wordpress.com) and 

Pinterest pinner (drnicki7). 

 

Dr. David Pook (Tuesday) 

Dr. David Pook is both a classroom teacher and educational consultant who specializes in improving 

student reading and writing. He's worked extensively with districts across New England providing 

professional development to improve literacy and written expression in students. At the national 

level, he's partnered with groups like the council of Chief State Officers, Achieve, The Aspen 

Institute, Student Achievement Partners, and WIDA in the design and evaluation of programs aimed 

at cultivating student understanding when reading or writing. David was a contributing writer for the 

CCSS as well as the close reading appendix of the NGSS. His teaching awards include the 

American Star of Teaching from National Presidential Scholars Program. 

 

Andrew Svehaug (Tuesday) 
Founder and CEO of Code to the Future, Code to the Future 

Andrew Svehaug is quickly becoming on of the leading STEM educators of his generation. As the 

Founder and CEO of Code to the Future, he is responsible for the leadership and strategic vision of 

the organization, With achievements such as being a U.S. Scholarship Chess Champion player and 

coach, and leading the development of innovative STEM-based programs in schools around 

Southern California, Andrew is in high demand as an educational consultant and clinician. He holds 

an M.B.A. and a double degree from Azusa Pacific University. Andrew and his work have received 

media attention in publications such as the Columbian, The Santa Barbara News-Press, and the 

Brooklyn Daily. He has also been a guest clinician in Germany, and a featured speaker at 

MINECON, London and TEDx, San Diego.  

https://2016foxboroughsummerinstitute.sched.org/editor/useredit?id=steveleinwand&role=speaker&page=1&r=speakers&sort=name&dir=asc
https://2016foxboroughsummerinstitute.sched.org/editor/useredit?id=roberta_newton.1uxpjek4&role=speaker&page=1&r=speakers&sort=name&dir=asc
https://2016foxboroughsummerinstitute.sched.org/editor/useredit?id=dr_david_pook.1v185xy6&role=speaker&page=1&r=speakers&sort=name&dir=asc
https://2016foxboroughsummerinstitute.sched.org/editor/useredit?id=andrew_svehaug.1v185y0h&role=speaker&page=1&r=speakers&sort=name&dir=asc


 

 

Dr. Stuart Ablon (Wednesday)   
Director of Think:Kids in the Department of Psychiatry, Massachusetts General Hospital 

J. Stuart Ablon, Ph.D., is the Director of Think:Kids in the Department of Psychiatry at 

Massachusetts General Hospital. He is also Associate Clinical Professor of Psychology in the 

Department of Psychiatry at Harvard Medical School. Dr. Ablon co-founded the Center for 

Collaborative Problem Solving where he also served as Co-Director from its inception until 2008. Dr. 

Ablon is co-author of Treating Explosive Kids: The Collaborative Problem Solving Approach and 

author of numerous articles, chapters and scientific papers on the process and outcome of 

psychosocial interventions. A dynamic and engaging speaker, Dr. Ablon was recently ranked #5 on 

the list of the world’s top rated keynote speakers in the academic arena..Dr.Ablon’s research has 

been funded by, amongst others, the National Institute of Health, the American Psychological 

Association, the American Psychoanalytic Association, the International Psychoanalytic Association, 

the Mood and Anxiety Disorders Institute, and the Endowment for the Advancement of 

Psychotherapy. Dr. Ablon received his doctorate in clinical psychology from the University of 

California at Berkeley and completed his predoctoral and postdoctoral training at Massachusetts 

General Hospital and Harvard Medical School. Dr. Ablon trains parents, educators, and clinicians 

and consults to schools and treatment programs throughout the world in the Collaborative Problem 

Solving approach. - See more at: http://www.thinkkids.org/learn/our-team/#sthash.HverdHJc.dpuf 

 

Dr. Nancy Boyles (Wednesday) 

Professor Emerita, Southern Connecticut State University 

Dr. Nancy Boyles was a classroom teacher for many years and is now Professor Emerita at 

Southern Connecticut State University where she was Professor of Reading and Graduate Reading 

Program Coordinator. She currently consults with districts and other organizations and agencies, 

providing workshops, modeling best practices in classrooms, and assisting with curriculum 

development. Workshop topics include Close Reading, Small Group Differentiated Instruction, 

Rigorous Assessment, and Depth of Knowledge. Nancy is the author of three books on close 

reading: Closer Reading, Grades 3-6: Better Prep, Smarter Lessons, Deeper Comprehension 

(Corwin 2014), Lessons and Units for Closer Reading, Grades 3-6 (Corwin 2015) and Lessons and 

Units for Closer Reading, K-2  (Corwin, 2016). Nancy has also written six other books related to 

comprehension: Teaching Written Response to Text, Constructing Meaning through Kid-Friendly 

Comprehension Strategy Instruction, Hands-On Literacy Coaching, That’s a GREAT Answer:, 

Launching RTI Comprehension Instruction with Shared Reading, and Rethinking Small Group 

Instruction in the Intermediate Grades. 

Dr. Michaela Colombo (Wednesday) 

Graduate School of Education, UMass Lowell 

Michaela Colombo is Faculty Chair and Associate Professor at the Graduate School of Education at 

the University of Massachusetts Lowell. She has worked with English learners and teachers of 

English learners for 25 years. She works in partnership with local school districts to provide 

professional development for educators of ELs, including principals, teachers and paraprofessionals. 

Dr. Colombo has authored 2 books, book chapters, and numerous articles about teaching English 

learners and professional development for teachers of English learners. Her books include: 

Teaching English language Learners: 43 Strategies for successful K-8 classrooms (Sage 

Publications 2011) and Teaching English Language Learners: Content and Language in Middle and 

Secondary Mainstream Classrooms (Sage Publications 2009). She has also secured funding for 20 

projects that are focused on improving educational opportunities for English learners. Dr. Colombo 

continues to work with English learners and their teachers in PK-12 schools to ensure that her work 

is relevant.  

https://2016foxboroughsummerinstitute.sched.org/editor/useredit?id=dr_stuart_ablon.1v4d12yv&role=speaker&page=1&r=speakers&sort=name&dir=asc
http://www.thinkkids.org/learn/our-team/#sthash.HverdHJc.dpuf
https://2016foxboroughsummerinstitute.sched.org/editor/useredit?id=dr_nancy_boyles.1v3ig0kh&role=speaker&page=1&r=speakers&sort=name&dir=asc


Introduction to K-5 Computer Science 

(3 Sessions) 

K-5 Session (Full Day) 

(Tuesday) 
 

There's so much more to do beyond just one 

hour of code! This workshop will give K-6 

teachers the curriculum, materials and help to 

start coding with their students. Please bring 

your own devices/laptops and your class roster 

as this workshop involves online activities and 

time to create your students' usernames and 

passwords.   

Andrew Svehaug 
Code to the Future 
 

Using Math Running Records to 

Assess Fact Fluency 

PreK-6 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

In this workshop session, Math Running 

Records, Dr. Nicki Newton will help you learn 

everything you need to know about effectively 

implementing Math Running Records. Through 

videos and discussion, Dr. Nicki explains what 

running records are, how to administer and 

analyze them, and how to use them for ongoing 

classroom assessment to focus your teaching 

of small groups and individual students. Come 

learn how to personalize math instruction!  
 

Dr. Nicki Newton 
 

The Open Number Line.....Best Tool 

Ever!! 

PreK-6 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Get ready to roll up your sleeves and do the 

math!! In this session, participants will 

experience how using the open number line 

makes tricky math concepts accessible to all 

students. From basic operations to elapsed 

time and fractions, learn how to make the open 

number line your new secret weapon! 

Alison Mello 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 

 

 

 

 

NIX THE TRICKS! Shifting students 

from answer-getting to thinking. 

PreK-8 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

If you've ever "moved a decimal point "or 

looked "next store" when rounding, you've been 

using tricks! It's not your fault....that's probably 

how you learned.  In today's world, however, 

students need to understand WHY math works. 

Did you know that the word "understand" is 

used in the new standards on 72 out of 93 

pages? In this session, participants will learn 

strategies to replace the old tricks, move away 

from answer-getting, and get students thinking! 

Alison Mello 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 

Organizing Family Math Game Nights 

to Support Fact Fluency 

PreK-5 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Family + Math + Games = Fun with Fluency!!    

Whether your curriculum focuses on addition 

and subtraction to 5, 10, or 20, or multiplication 

and division, getting parents engaged helps to 

support your students’ fact fluency success.  

Parents will be exposed to the strategies and 

math talk students are learning in a fun 

environment.  This session will focus on the 

components of a successful parent/student 

program. You will come away with a detailed 

checklist and samples to develop your own 

successful math night.  We will be 

brainstorming ways to make it your own during 

this session, feel free to bring your laptop. 
 

Janet Pacitti, April Fuller, and Jen Light 

FoxboroughPublic Schools 
 

Must The Two Triangles Be 

Congruent? 

9-12 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Discussion, collaboration, investigation and 

technology are all brought together in this 

activity to discover what properties are 

sufficient for two triangles to be congruent.  

This lesson is differentiated for three different 

levels of math learners.  Students learn how to 

use a counterexample in contrast to using 

transformations to show that two triangles are 

congruent.  This lesson will blend hands-on 



investigation with the use of TI-Nspire 

technology.  It is a great example of a low floor 

- high ceiling task.  Leave with a lesson ready 

to be used in any geometry classroom. 
 

Nancy Johnson 

Hopedale Public Schools 
 

Informational Text in High School: 

Integrating Close Reading into the 

Content Areas 

5-12 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Everyone talks about implementing close 

reading in content areas, but what does that 

really mean at a practical level for teachers in a 

classroom setting?  This workshop—led by a 

writer of the Common Core Standards for 

English Language Arts—will show high school 

educators how to address key challenges when 

implementing close reading.  Participants will 

learn best practices regarding how generate 

text dependent questions and designing close 

reading exemplars, as well as how these 

practices directly prepare students for Next 

Generation Assessments.  Teachers, literacy 

coaches, and administrators of all stripes will 

leave with a clear understanding of 

informational text close reading and the teacher 

friendly tools they need to successfully 

implement it in their classrooms and schools. 
 

Dr. David Pook 

 

Transition Basics: The Why, Where, 

and How of Transition Planning 

7-12 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

An overview of post-secondary transition 

planning including brief review of key definitions 

and laws, the ongoing assessment process, 

and development of student vision. Participants 

will learn key factors known to make a 

difference in post-secondary life and discuss 

basic strategies for developing critical skillsets 

inside and outside the classroom. 
 

Kelley Challen, EdM, CAS 

Director of Transition Services, NESCA 
 

 

 

 

How Trauma Affects Learning 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

This workshop will focus on creating safe and 

supportive classroom environments, based on 

addressing the needs of the whole child and 

integrating it with a concept of safe and 

supportive classrooms built on teacher/student 

relationships, identifying components of a safe 

classroom space and integrating social skill 

development within classroom practice. 

Participants will receive a summary of 

numerous related classroom supports for the 

concepts presented and discussed. 
 

Joe Ristuccia 
 

Social Emotional Regulation 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Participants of this workshop will be able to: 1. 

Describe Kari Dunn Buron’s 5 point scale; 2. 

Apply concepts of use of the 5 point scale in the 

classroom to regulate emotions, represent 

social expectations, control social behavior, 

represent abstract behaviors; 3. Use a 5 point 

scale in a general education classroom to 

support behavioral regulation and anxiety; 4. 

Create consistent vocabulary to represent 

emotional regulation; 5. Understand triggers to 

social emotional dysregulation; 6. Understand 

how to create simple materials to support 

emotional regulation; 7. Demonstrate 

awareness of emotional regulation tools; 8. 

Demonstrate general understanding of 

concepts of Collaborative and Proactive 

Solutions© approach to problem solving; 9. 

Discuss the importance of visual schedules and 

other visual supports for students with social 

emotional dysregulation; 10. Work with partners 

to problem solve through case studies of their 

own, or as provided, to identify potential 

alternatives to dealing with social emotional 

problems in the classroom. 
 

Leslie Paterson 

Bellingham Public Schools 
 

 

 

 



Meeting Sensory Needs in the 

Classroom 

PreK-8 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Participants of this workshop will be able to: 1. 

Define sensory processing; 2. Demonstrate 

understanding of the 7 senses; 3. Differentiate 

between “the power senses” and the refined 

senses; 4. Describe the function of the 

vestibular system; 5. Describe the function of 

the proprioceptive and kinesthetic system; 6. 

Develop an understanding of when sensory 

processing begins; 7. Demonstrate awareness 

of the sensory diet concept; 8. Demonstrate 

understanding of personal sensory needs; 9. 

Demonstrate understanding of students’ 

sensory needs; 10. Develop understanding of 

personal learning style, as well as student 

learning styles; 11. Differentiate between levels 

of alertness; 12. Develop strategies to move 

students into other levels of alertness; 13. 

Discuss signs of dysregulation in students; 14. 

Demonstrate awareness of methods to help 

regulate; 15. Discuss calming and alerting tools 

and strategies; 16. Demonstrate ability to alter 

sensory inputs in the classroom; 17. 

Demonstrate knowledge of methods that teach 

self-awareness and self-regulation; 18. 

Describe sensory rich environments and 

modifications; 19. Discuss and problem solve 

potential sensory disturbances and their effect 

on learning; 20. Demonstrate awareness of 

resources available relative to sensory 

processing and learning. 
 

Leslie Paterson 

Bellingham Public Schools 

 

Supporting Students with Autism 

Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Participants of this workshop will be able to: 1. 

Define characteristics of autism spectrum 

disorder (ASD); 2. Understand how ASD 

impacts learners with average to above 

average intellect; 3. Describe how 

characteristics of ASD affect standards based 

learning at various grade levels; 4. Describe 

typical behavior characteristics of students with 

ASD at various ages; 5. Gain empathy for 

students with ASD and their specialized 

learning needs; 6. Describe the social impact of 

ASD on classroom performance as well as day-

to-day functioning; 7. Awareness of various 

classroom supports, planning methods, and 

accommodations; 8. Demonstrate the ability to 

use basic task analysis and modification for 

success; and 9. Discuss student cases and 

troubleshoot together to improve student 

behavior within days (or hours). 
 

Leslie Paterson 

Bellingham Public Schools 
 

Collaborative Problem Solving: 

Rethinking Challenging Kids 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday) 
 

Collaborative Problem Solving (CPS) provides 

a way of understanding and helping kids who 

struggle with behavioral challenges. 

Challenging behavior is thought of as willful and 

goal oriented which has led to approaches that 

focus on motivating better behavior using 

reward and punishment programs. If you’ve 

tried these strategies in your classroom or 

school and they haven’t worked, CPS is for 

you!  

At Think:Kids we have some very different 

ideas about why these kids struggle. Research 

over the past 30 years demonstrates that for 

the majority of these kids, their challenges 

result from a lack of crucial thinking skills when 

it comes to things like problem solving, 

frustration tolerance and flexibility. The CPS 

approach, therefore, focuses on helping adults 

teach the skills these children lack while 

resolving the chronic problems that tend to 

precipitate challenging behavior.  

This session will provide a very brief 

introductory overview of the CPS approach to 

teaching and working with challenging kids. 

Ben Stitch 

Massachusetts General Hospital 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Guided Math for the Middle School 

Classroom 

5-8 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Workshop participants will learn the guided 

math model and how it can work within the 

middle school structure. Participants will leave 

with: Ideas on how to get started, Building and 

organizing workstations, Routines and time 

management, Building groups based on 

formative assessments, Monitoring progress 

and student accountability and Setting goals for 

transitioning into the guided math model. 
 

Barbara Delaney 
Foxborough Public Schools 

 

Matching Fun - putting it all together 

7-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

In this workshop teachers will be shown 

matching activities and puzzles that help 

students see the connections in math. Students 

will match equations, graphs, table of values 

and graph analysis for a variety of Algebraic 

topics (linear, quadratic, cubic). For geometry 

there are activities where students match a 

vocabulary word, definition and a diagram. 
 

Mary Taylor 

Norton Public Schools 

 

Math in the Movies 

7-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

There is math all around us, especially in the 

movies. In this workshop teachers will learn 

about which movies can enhance their math 

class. Topics include probability, series & 

sequences, quadratics, trigonometry, fractals, 

cryptography, and volume. We will watch some 

clips and do the math involved. 
 

Mary Taylor 

Norton Public Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching Students to Read Like 

Mathematicians 

K-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Are you interested in how to integrate honest 

youth collaborative discussions of identity that 

addresses the personal and difficult topics of 

race, gender, sexuality, privilege, and bias into 

your? In this workshop, participants will engage 

in discussions and activities that compel them 

to question their privilege and bias and examine 

the barriers of talking about issues of identity. 

One goal is for each person to leave with ideas, 

questions, or strategies that expand their 

empathy in their personal lives, curriculums, 

and/ or communities. The overarching outcome 

is that through this reflection and conversation, 

educators and our youth will question our 

educational system and how our cultural 

awareness inspires ideas that influence 

structural changes. We believe that systems 

change once people change, so to tackle 

systemic oppression, we must start by 

deconstructing apathy and ignorance, and safe, 

honest conversation and reflection are powerful 

places to start. 
  

Grace Kelemanik 

 

Leveraging the Standards for 

Mathematical Practice to Support 

Struggling Learners 

K-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Implementing the Common Core Standards for 

Mathematical Practice can seem like a daunting 

task.   Teachers have many questions -- What 

does it look like when students are using the 

practices? How do I build them into an already 

packed curriculum?  What about students who 

struggle in math, how do I ensure that all of my 

students develop the practices?  This session 

will address those questions, offering a viable 

approach to placing the math practices at the 

center of math learning and doing for all 

students.   
  

Grace Kelemanik 

 



Project Read Story Form 

Comprehension Strategies 

K-5 Session  

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

This workshop will review the comprehension 

strategies taught through Project Read Story 

Form and link them to the Strategies that Work 

comprehension strategies used in the 

elementary classroom.  

We will review the basic story elements of 

fiction in a multisensory way to support special 

education and struggling readers and include a 

review of vocabulary strategies and briefly 

discuss reciprocal teaching strategies. 

Abby Baker 

Foxborough Public Schools 
 

Using Word Walls in the Elementary 

Classroom 

PreK-5 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Participants will learn many different activities, 

songs and instructional ideas to implement the 

daily use of word wall in order to increase 

proper spelling of commonly misspelled words.   
 

Danna Collins 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 

Café: Engaging All Students in Daily 

Literacy Assessment & Instruction 

PreK-5 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

The Daily Five sets up the structure for creating 

independence among the readers in your 

classroom.  The Café Book is a companion 

book that gives teachers the knowledge to 

provide each student with exactly what they 

need to grow as a reader.  This workshop will 

give an overview of the Café by exploring the 

first three chapters of The Café Book by Gail 

Boushey and Joan Moser.  Participants will 

gain knowledge of the Café Menu Assessment 

System, Café Notebooks, and record-keeping.  

We will also begin the planning process of 

using the Café in the next school year and how 

to implement Café into your classroom.   

 
Wendy Smith 

Foxborough Public Schools 

Conferring: From Soup to Nuts in the 

Reading and Writing Workshops 

K-8 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

“I have such a hard time reaching all of my 

students enough to make conferences 

meaningful.” “What am I supposed to say to a 

student when their whole draft seems like a 

disaster?” “Why am I even trying to confer with 

students?  It takes up so much time and I can’t 

even use the information for grades!” Sound 

familiar?  If you are a teacher of reading and/or 

writing workshop and have had these thoughts 

(and we all have!), I recommend you attend this 

session.  In our workshop, we will cover the 

who, what, when, why, and how of conferring.  

Tips for conferring and organizational structures 

will also be covered.  Be sure to bring your 

specific burning questions about conferring to 

be answered during the workshop. 
 

Kelly True, M.Ed. 

Milford Public Schools 
 

Introduction to the Daily 5 

PreK-5 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

In this workshop attendees will learn the Daily 5 

Model and how best to implement it in the 

classroom.  Through personal experience as 

well as video clips from the Daily 5 website 

those who attend will be able to see firsthand 

the benefits for students who participate in this 

type of model.   
 

Danna Collins and Alicia Sham 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 

The Mini DBQ and You 

7-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Participants will get an overview of the 

Document Based Question Project and its 

goals to bring rigorous document analysis, 

synthesis, and essay writing to all students. We 

will use a sample mini-Q and walk through all 

the stages of bucketing, analysis, and thesis 

writing. The mini-Q is scaffolded to meet 

students where they are and can be used at the 

Middle School and High School levels.  

Sara Bryant 

Foxborough High School 



Curriculum Demands and the 

Workshop: Are they two different 

things? 

K-8 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Learn how to work smarter, not harder in this 

session on Reading and Writing Workshop.  

We all have curriculum to teach, and we know 

the best way students learn, so let’s put those 

two together and accomplish much more!  A 

review of the workshop model and its benefits, 

how to fit in that whole class novel, close 

reading, and covering the three most important 

types of writing will be addressed.  Please bring 

any questions you have about incorporating 

curriculum into your workshops. 
 

Kelly True, M.Ed. 

Milford Public Schools 
 

 

Diana Savage, Joanna Schomberg, LeeAnn 

Kye, Elizabeth Phillips, Jennifer Gargan 

Franklin Public Schools 
 

Engaging the African American and 

Hispanic Students in a White 

Dominant Culture 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Examine the values commonly held by 

members who identify with the main stream 

culture, African American Culture, and 

Latino/Hispanic Culture.  Identify and develop 

strategies for effectively responding to cultural 

differences that have the potential to cause a 

breakdown in communication or negatively 

affect the progress and success of a student.  

This session also considers the impact of 

immigration on the student and his or family, 

and ways to address language barriers. 
 

Holly Geffers 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 

CCSS, WIDA ELD Standards, and MPI 

Integration into the SEI Classroom 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

The purpose and scope of this workshop will be 

to examine the relationship of CCSS and WIDA 

through examining Model Performance 

Indicators and (MPIs) and how they can be 

integrated in to the educator’s classroom as 

support for the teaching of ELLs at various 

proficiency levels.  Familiarity with WIDA ELD 

Standards will be helpful but not necessary.   

 

James McAdams 

Quincy Public Schools 

Connecting with your Middle Eastern, 

Asian, South Asian, and Southeast 

Asian Students 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Examine the values commonly held by 

members who identify with the Middle Eastern 

Culture, Asian Culture, South Asian Culture, 

and Southeast Asian Culture.  Identify and 

develop strategies for effectively responding to 

cultural differences that have the potential to 

cause a breakdown in communication or 

negatively affect the progress and success of a 

student.  This session also considers strategies 

for avoiding stereotyping and falling into "the 

single story" mindset. 
 

Holly Geffers 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 

Co-Teaching in the Elementary 

Grades, Ready Set Go 

K-5 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Through a variety of interactive portions, video 

clips, and discussion, participants will examine 

the various components of co-teaching.  

Participants will examine resources supporting 

co-teaching and be given effective strategies to 

support the development of a co-taught 

classroom.  In addition, co-teaching in the 

workshop model will be examined and how to 

meet the needs of all learners in this model.  

Tips for maintaining effective co-teaching 

relationships, parent communication, 

maximizing personnel resources, and 

assessment will also be shared.  Participants 

will leave this workshop with an understanding 

of the components of co-teaching as well as 

practical tips and strategies for implementing a 

successful co-taught classroom to benefit all 

students. 

 
 
 



ELL Alphabet 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

The purpose and scope of this workshop will be 

to introduce mainstream educators to WIDA 

and the increasing acronyms attached to 

teaching ELLs derived from this multi-state 

initiative.  Specifically participants will explore 

the WIDA.US website.  Become comfortable 

identifying ELL standards and supporting 

documents available for educators to download 

and integrate into their student management. 

James McAdams 

Quincy Public Schools 
 

Assessment of English Language 

Learners (ELLs): Evidence-based and 

Best Practices 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Participants will be introduced to ELLs and 

principles of second language acquisition. 

Patterns of expected performance of culturally 

and linguistally diverse children on cognitive 

measures will be discussed, with emphasis on 

degrees of cultural loading and linguistic 

demands. Use of assessment data to assist 

Teams in the determination of eligibility for 

special education services will be explored. 

 

John A. Santos 

 

Executive Functioning Deficits in the 

Classroom: How to recognize them 

and intervene successfully 

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Do you have students who struggle to plan, 

organize and self-monitor successfully in the 

classroom?  If so, they may have executive 

functioning weaknesses. This workshop will 

help you identify these students and offer grade 

level/subject specific interventions to help them 

reach their potential as learners in your 

classroom. 
  

Philip Allessi , NCSP, LMHC, LEP 

 

 

Understanding Identities: Engaging 

Our Educators, Empowering Our Youth  

PreK-12 Session 

(Tuesday and Wednesday) 

 

Are you interested in how to integrate honest 

youth collaborative discussions of identity that 

addresses the personal and difficult topics of 

race, gender, sexuality, privilege, and bias into 

your? In this workshop, participants will engage 

in discussions and activities that compel them 

to question their privilege and bias and examine 

the barriers of talking about issues of identity. 

One goal is for each person to leave with ideas, 

questions, or strategies that expand their 

empathy in their personal lives, curriculums, 

and/ or communities. The overarching outcome 

is that through this reflection and conversation, 

educators and our youth will question our 

educational system and how our cultural 

awareness inspires ideas that influence 

structural changes. We believe that systems 

change once people change, so to tackle 

systemic oppression, we must start by 

deconstructing apathy and ignorance, and safe, 

honest conversation and reflection are powerful 

places to start.  

 

Kate Kelly 

Canton Public Schools 

Can We Talk? Using Number Talks and 

Math Routines to Increase Number 

Sense  

PreK-6 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

This session will focus on how implementing 

Number Talks builds number sense in ALL 

children. Participants will learn about the 

practice, how to implement it in their 

classrooms, and how to use it to build flexibility, 

efficiency, and fluency in their students. Video 

clips of the practice in action will be shared and 

tips will be given to make the most of the 

experience with all types of learners. 

Participants will receive a guide to help them 

implement Number Talks in their own 

classrooms successfully. 

Alison Mello 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 



Growing Independent Learners 

through the Workshop Model and 

Guided Math 

PreK-5 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

This session will provide an overview of the 

Math Workshop structure and Guided Math 

model. Together we will explore how to 

maximize the math block, create opportunities 

for successful independent work, and 

differentiate to meet the needs of all students. 

Participants will learn how simple routines 

increase flexible thinking and instill confidence 

in students.  This interactive session also 

highlight the role of games in getting students 

motivated to practice and learn. (Games will be 

shared with attendees). 
 

Alison Mello 
Foxborough Public Schools 
 

Using Statistics to bring meaningful 

contexts into the mathematics 

classroom 

6-12 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

In this session, ways of bringing contexts 

meaningful to students into the mathematics 

classroom will be discussed in relation to the 

middle and high school CCSSM from the 

statistics strand. Several specific examples will 

be given that could be used in the classroom as 

well as strategies for how to develop lessons 

drawing from students interests. 

 

Travis Weiland 

UMass Dartmouth 
 

“Keeping It Concrete” Great 

manipulatives for building Number 

Sense 

PreK-2 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

Overview of the importance of concrete phase 

of learning when developing math number 

sense.  A particular emphasis will be spent on 

the use of Rekenreks in the primary classroom. 
 

Jen Powers 

Foxborough Public Schools 
 

Looking for Patterns and Making Use 

of Structure: Making Sense of 

Practices 7 & 8 with Math Content 

K-8 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

In this workshop participants will use math 

content from grades 1-8 (e.g., why x to the 0 is 

always 1) to explore and illustrate practice 

standards 7 & 8. We will examine problems that 

highlight the power of patterns and structure for 

problem solving and generalizing mathematical 

concepts. 
 

Dr. Kate Marin, Ph.D. 

Stonehill College 

Elementary Math for Middle School 

Teachers (and high school too!) 

7-12 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

Ever wonder what those elementary teachers 

do in math? In this session, participants will not 

only become more familiar with the models and 

concepts addressed in the elementary grades, 

but discover how to activate that prior 

knowledge to help students make connections 

to new learning. By exploring area models, 

partial quotients, number routines, and 

conceptual fractions (to name a few), 

participants will discover how much students 

already know about algebra and how to 

leverage that knowledge in new contexts. It’s 

time for you to discover where your students 

have been so that you can more easily get 

them where they’re going! 

Alison Mello 

Foxborough Public Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Math…A Universal Language? 

PreK-12 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

In this session, participants will engage in 

activities which will shift their mindset from 

American mathematical procedures and 

practices to one of a more multicultural outlook.  

They will grapple with a variety of mathematical 

representations thereby placing themselves in 

the mind of the learner.  By embracing other 

mathematical representations, we can then 

understand the needs of our learners further 

and differentiate our instruction accordingly.  

After reviewing several differences in 

mathematics education throughout the world, 

we will then explore strategies that the 

presenter has found helpful in moving students 

towards language proficiency while harnessing 

their mathematics backgrounds to move 

towards computational fluency.   

Participants will leave with several strategies to 

utilize in the mathematics classroom as well as 

a newfound respect for math in other countries.  

We will also share an intake assessment which 

will allow teachers to further educate 

themselves as to their students’ mathematical 

history. 
 

Julianna Pasetto 

New Bedford Public Schools 

Closer Reading for ALL Students 

K-8 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

What goes into a high quality close reading 

lesson and how can we make close reading 

relevant—not just to help students achieve 

standards, but to develop deep thinking? In this 

session, learn how to engage elementary 

students before, during, and after close reading 

through great literature and text dependent 

questions. Take home a handout that includes 

a close reading planning template, sample 

lesson plan, list of text dependent questions, 

and more. 
 

Dr. Nancy Boyles 

 

 

 

 

 

Rethinking Small Group Instruction in 

the Intermediate Grades: 

Differentiation that Makes a 

Difference 

3-6 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

In this hands-on session learn how to meet 

students’ differentiated literacy needs in the 

intermediate grades through small group 

instruction that helps readers construct basic 

meaning about a text, reinforce standards-

based comprehension skills, and engage in 

high level discourse about literature. Handout 

will include resources for immediate classroom 

use: planning templates, rubrics, checklists, 

and more—from Nancy’s book on this topic. 

 

Dr. Nancy Boyles 

 

School (or class) Wide Behavioral Plan 

and Protocol 

PreK-12 Session 

(Wednesday) 
 

This workshop will explain the steps a school, 

or classroom teacher, can use to implement a 

multi-tiered system of behavioral support. We 

will discuss Tier I, Tier II and Tier III 

interventions including types of behaviors, who 

is responsible (teacher, school psychologist, 

admin etc.) as well as possible intervention 

strategies. We will cover differences between 

school/class core values and school/class rules 

and how to build a positive culture. Templates 

and outlines will be reviewed for “major” and 

“minor” incidents and how to develop a 

collaborative system of expectations and 

consequences. We will explain how data can 

be collected to find patterns of behaviors and 

how to develop strategies to reteach and model 

expected behaviors. Many school-wide 

incentive ideas will be shared out that have 

been used to create a safe, positive learning 

environment for all students. 

 

Kate Campbell 

Plainville Public Schools 

 

 

 

 


